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Summary of “School bullies’prey on children with Autism."
Anahad O'Connor, in his article published in September 2012, argues that school bullies prey more on Autistic pupils. Autism (also autism spectrum disorder) is a wide range of conditions characterized by problems in repetitive behaviors, social skills, and nonverbal communication. School bullying, undisputedly, has adverse effects on persons bullied, and the consequences can be far-reaching. O'Connor notes in his article that, while several nations have focused on ways to eliminate school bullying, pieces of research still show that autistic children are more prone to bullying than non-autistic peers (O’connor, 2012).In the article, he points out the risk factors for the autistic pupils bulling, and the resultant adverse effects,including on school performance.
	O'Connor reveals that autism spectrum disorder pupils with difficulty in communicating and forming relationships are vulnerable to bullying. The preceding follows study research published in the Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine by Paul R. Sterzing.The pattern which appeared irrespective of the recent anti-bullying legislation passed by several states is an alarming one.O'Connor sites Dr. Paul, whose group found that pupils victimize autistic children three times more than non-autistic peers. Difficulty in communicating, arguably, makes it a challenge for the pupils to relate with their peers. Sadly, the limited communication skills not only make them vulnerable to bullying but also limits their reporting of bullying instances.
	Autistic children who hold promise for leading an independent life, O'Connor asserts, are at higher risk. On most occasions, parents administer autistic pupils in individual schools for special education programs. However, it is not unusual to find some parents take autistic high-functioning children in mainstream classes. O'Connor sites Dr. Paul, director of the Interactive Autism Network, who said that middle school is unsafe for autistic high-functioning children lacking social skills. According to O'Connor, the ones in mainstream classes stand out from other pupils by their quirks and unusual mannerisms. In that sense, they are often exposed to bullies by non-autistic peers. The independent life they lead in mainstream classes thereby explains why they are more at risk of bullying than other students.
	The author notes that researches suggest that the bullying of autistic pupils is pervasive. Already referred by Dr. Sterzing as a profound public health concern, bullying of autistic pupils appear to be permanent following the surprising information interpreted from the study's collected data. The research established that 46 percent of autistic pupils interviewed had previously been bullied compared to an estimated 10.6 percent of the general adolescent population that were victims of bullying. If not enough, the study revealed that the risk increased even further if a dual diagnosis of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder was present. With that said, the bullying might be pervasive not only with the fact that autistic pupils had problems reporting bullying instances but also a problem realizing when they are being bullied.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Bullying of the autistic pupils, arguably, affect the pupils' school performance. O’Connor gives an example of a diligent 17-year old Connie Anderson son who was studying at Baltimore-area high school senior and had Asperger’s syndrome. Over a sudden, the student's grade began plummeting and always lost focus, raising concern from the parents. The student only confessed to being bullied by peers in the cafeteria after a meeting with school counselors. At some point, the peers had pulled down his pants in front of the class. Nonetheless, the author notes that this is not the only form of bullying; in essence, bullying most often involved teasing and name-calling, shunning from activities, and hitting. Regardless of the way of bullying, children’s school performance and general behavior seem to be affected, a pattern that was evident in Connie Anderson’s son.
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